
 

Opening a new chapter 
 
It’s professor camp and we are 
Conflicted, enlivened, refreshed, validated,  
Enlightening, engaging, empowering, 
Contemplative, supportive, peaceful. 
We experience ideas, freedom, intention, 
Affirmation, appreciation, reflection. 
Together we persist. 
 
I step back and look at what’s important. 
I hear the world speak to me and I learn about myself. 
I try to identify the impact that I want to have on others. 
I’m figuring out what *I* want to be doing next. 
It’s time to be me - and only me - without guilt. 
Carpe diem! Seize EVERY day! 
 
It’s a coffee filter for my life -  

helping things make a little more sense. 
A time for renewal, trying things, deepening, and ice cream. 
Fox Barn with the crew, 
#GFDF. 
When you stay up all night and ideas take flight, 

that’s Wakonse! 
(just because it’s serious doesn’t mean it can’t be fun) 
 
I focus and develop links with other people. 
I make new acquaintances, get supportive hugs, 
Have great conversations 

and participate in provocative sessions. 
I learn with old friends and new. 
 
I struggle with changing perspectives 
And growth comes from taking risks. 
In a safe place, I discover exciting connections. 
Accepting my vulnerability 

brings light to issues kept in the dark. 
I’m learning to be open 

to new people, situations, and opportunities. 
It’s my CHOICE to trust - not my talent. 

I’m proud of that and thankful. 
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I feel wonder and awe at the refreshing natural setting, 
I walk beside the birches, 

And stare into the creek by myself in the quiet. 
I enjoy cool, rainy days by the lake. 
God speaks to me on a breeze in the woods. 
Sunlight, wind, pines, dunes, waves, sand, life: 
The world as it should be. 
 
The power of inclusion: 

ideas, individuals, culture, and consciousness. 
Like-mindedness and passion for teaching, 
A mirror, 
New perspectives and awareness of new vantage points, 
Kindness reflected in other people’s eyes, 
A crash course on cultural change, diversity, and equity, 
A mountaintop experience 

that inspires a vision of what’s possible. 
 
It’s a powerful opportunity, 
Re-igniting a fiery dedication to the art of teaching, 
Sharing a love for higher education, 
Learning together to grow individually, 
Never being afraid to talk about an experience, 
Thoughtfully contemplating myself, my teaching, my content, 
Moving past old disappointment and failure 

To welcome a new desire for excellence, 
Opening up in ways I had not thought possible. 
 
Wakonse: Wonderful 

Adaptable 
Knowledgeable 
Open 
Networking 
Smiling 
Educators 

 
It rejuvenates the mind, body, and soul. 
It’s like S’mores and I want some more. 
We should do this more often. 
More can be done. 
I dare you to be fully yourself and inspire the world. 
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